UGC to recognise
‘outstanding’ Ph.D.
research with award
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The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has in-
stituted a Ph.D. excellence
citation to recognise origi-
nal research work by scho-
lars every year.

“The UGC took the deci-
sion in its October 3 meet-
ing to recognise outstand-
ing Ph.D. research work in
Indian universities,” UGC
Chairman M. Jagadesh Ku-
mar said. The guidelines
will be released soon.

The decision was made
based on a study by the
UGC of Ph.D.s awarded
between 2011 and 2018
which found that the over-
all admission had grown at
a rate of 10% annually and
the number of Ph.D. ad-
missions doubled from
77,798 in 2010-11 to 1,61,412
in 2017-18, he said. Science
(30%), engineering and
technology (26%) and so-
cial sciences (12%) account-
ed for the largest pool of
Ph.D.s awarded during the

period.
For the award, State,
Central, private and

deemed universities, re-
cognised under Section
2(f) of the UGC Act and ac-
credited by NAAC, are elig-
ible for participation.

For a Ph.D. thesis to be
considered for the citation,

A study by the UGC
found that the
overall admission for
Ph.D. had grown at a
rate of 10% annually

the criteria include upload-
ing the thesis on Inflibnet
and the award of the de-
gree, in accordance with
UGC regulations, between
January 1 and December 31
of the year in which it is re-
commended for
recognition.

A university may nomi-
nate five theses, one each
from five disciplines -
sciences (including agricul-
tural, medical sciences);
engineering and technolo-
gy; social sciences (includ-
ing education and humani-
ties), Indian languages,
and commerce and manag-
ement.

Two theses will be se-
lected from each discipline
for the award. The selec-
tion committee for the
streams will be constituted
by the UGC and each com-
mittee will select two can-
didates from their respec-
tive streams, Mr. Kumar
said.

The UGC will call for
nominations from univer-
sities in January and the
awards will be distributed
on September 5.



